
This Day in History…  January 22, 1901

Death Of Queen Victoria
On January 22, 1901, Queen Victoria—the longest-reigning British monarch of her era—died 

after more than six decades on the throne, closing a chapter that reshaped Britain and the modern 
world. Her life and reign were so influential that her image would go on to appear on countless 
postage stamps, helping establish a tradition that continues with British monarchs today.

Queen Victoria was born on May 24, 1819, at Kensington Palace in London. She was 
the daughter of Edward, Duke of Kent, and Victoria, Princess of Saxe-Coburg of Germany. 
Baptized Alexandrina Victoria in honor of her cousin, Tsar Alexander I of Russia, she was 
known as “Drina” within her family. Although German was her first language, she also learned 
English and French, preparing her for a future she did not yet know awaited her.

Victoria’s path to the throne was unexpected. Her father died when 
she was just eight months old, and she grew up sheltered under strict 
supervision. When her uncle, King William IV, died in 1837, Victoria became queen at only 18 
years old. Despite her youth, she approached her role seriously and quickly earned respect. Her 
coronation marked the beginning of a reign that would define an entire age—the Victorian Era.

Three years later, Victoria married her German cousin, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-
Gotha. Their marriage was unusually close and loving for a royal union, and together they 
had nine children: four sons and five daughters. Albert became her most trusted advisor and 
supporter. His death in 1861, likely caused by typhoid linked to poor sanitation, devastated 
the queen. Already grieving the loss of her mother just months earlier, Victoria withdrew from 
public life and entered a long period of seclusion. She wore black for the rest of her life and 
avoided many public appearances for nearly 20 years.

Despite her withdrawal, Victoria’s reign remained a time of major change. Britain was 
facing rapid industrialization, urban growth, and rising demands for political reform. Across 
Europe, monarchies were collapsing as revolutions and class conflict increased. In this unstable 
environment, Victoria helped preserve the monarchy by redefining its role. While her direct 
political power declined as Parliament grew stronger, her influence increased in more subtle 
but lasting ways. She helped establish the modern rights of the Crown: to be consulted, to 
encourage, and to warn.

Victoria’s honesty, sense of duty, and personal morality earned her the respect of the British 
people. She often acted as a steady presence during political disputes and played an important 
role in foreign policy discussions. Her long reign provided continuity at a time when society 
was changing rapidly.

In 1887, Victoria celebrated her Golden Jubilee, marking 50 years 
on the throne. Nine years later, she surpassed her grandfather George III 
as the longest-reigning monarch in British history. She chose to celebrate 
that achievement in 1897 during her Diamond Jubilee, commemorating 60 
years as queen. These celebrations highlighted not only her longevity but 
also the global reach of the British Empire.

Queen Victoria died on January 22, 1901, at Osborne 
House on the Isle of Wight. She left behind a monarchy 
restored in popularity and dignity, as well as 37 great-
grandchildren who would spread royal connections across 
Europe. In keeping with her wishes—she disliked black 
funerals—London was decorated in purple and white. In a 

rare international tribute, US President William McKinley ordered American flags 
flown at half-staff, the first time this honor was given to a foreign monarch.

Victoria reigned for 63 years, seven months, and two days, holding the 
record for over a century until her great-great-granddaughter, Queen Elizabeth 
II, surpassed it. Victoria also left a lasting legacy in philately. Her portrait appeared on some of the world’s earliest 
postage stamps, beginning with Britain’s Penny Black in 1840. These stamps helped establish the tradition of featuring 
reigning monarchs on postage—a practice that continues today, linking modern stamps to Victoria’s enduring image 
and influence.

Mystic Stamp Company  •  Camden, NY 13316

Victoria insisted her 
portrait on the Penny 
Black be the only image 
of her on Britain’s 
postage stamps.  

From Canada’s Large 
Queen Issue.

Overprinted due to a 
shortage of 2¢ stamps

Stamp pictures Victoria 
in her “widow’s 
weeds” which she wore 
from the time of her 
husband’s death until 
her own. 

Canada stamp issued for Victoria’s 
Diamond Jubilee.
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