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National Letter Writing Week 
This Day in History…  February 25, 1980

On February 25, 1980, the 
USPS issued a set of stamps 
commemorating National Letter 
Writing Week.  Those stamps 
marked the first time that the USPS 
issued a sheet of stamps with three 
sets of vertical pairs.

In 1980, National Letter Writing 
Week ran from February 24 through 
March 1.  It was the first time the 
US observed Letter Writing Week 
in 15 years.  But they invested a 
great deal of time and effort into 
promoting it.

The USPS worked closely with 
the National Council of Teachers of English as well as business leaders and other 
prominent Americans to promote the week’s events.  Throughout the country letter 
writing displays were set up in museums, libraries, and other buildings of historical 
significance.  Libraries and bookstores also highlighted books about letters as well as 
letters written by famous people.

On February 25, the USPS held a special First Day of Issue Ceremony at the Library 
of Congress for the set of Letter Writing stamps.  These stamps represented an interesting 
first – the first sheet to carry sets of vertical pairs.  Each pair consisted of a small stamp 
reading, “P.S. Write Soon,’ accompanied by a stamp telling what letters do.  They were 
“Letters Preserve Memories,” “Letters Lift Spirits,” and “Letters Shape Opinions.”

In addition to the festivities, the USPS worked with the National Council of 
Teachers of English to produce the 64-page booklet, All About Letters.  The booklets 
were distributed to students in grades six through 12 and included instructions on 
writing letters for a number of situations.  It also included articles by Stevie Wonder, 
Darryl Stingley, and “Dear Abby” offering reasons to write letters and postcards.

The booklet also included addresses for pen pal organizations as well as celebrities.  
There were address abbreviations, explanations of the ZIP code, and a guide to postal 
services and products including the classes of mail, the speed of delivery of different 
types of mail, how to send valuables, and more.

The legacy of National Letter Writing Week continues in several ways.  September 
1 is celebrated as World Letter Writing Day, December 7 is National Letter Writing 
Day, and April is National Letter Writing Month.  In recent years, National Letter 
Writing Week has been celebrated in the second week of January.

These stamps were issued on this day in 1980.
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