This Day in History... April 22, 1878
First White House Easter Egg Roll

On April 22, 1878, the White House hosted its first official Easter Egg Roll
on Easter Monday.

Reportedly, Dolley Madison may have been one of the first to suggest
holding a public egg roll at the White House. There are also stories describing
informal egg-rolling parties at the White House during Abraham Lincoln’s
administration.

In the 1870s, people began celebrating Easter Monday on the west ground
of the US Capitol. During these celebrations, young children rolled dyed eggs Stamp issued for the
down the terraced lawn. However, by 1876, some grew worried about the toll fh()()’h anniversary of

. . . . .. e White House.
this was taking on the landscape, so Congress passed legislation that limited
public use of the Capitol grounds bringing an end to the egg rolling.

In 1877, it rained on Easter Monday, so no egg rolling festivities were
planned. Then, the following year on April 22, 1878, a group of children
approached the White House gate and asked if they could play their egg-rolling
games there. President Rutherford B. Hayes told the guards to allow the children
to come in and play. Usually, the first family used the South Lawn for their
private Easter activities, but President Hayes gladly invited the children to join
them. This marked the start of the Easter egg roll tradition at the White House.
Flat Plate Printing In 1885, the children at the White House for the egg
of 1922 rolling went to the East Room, hoping to meet with President

Grover Cleveland. He was delighted to meet them, starting

another new tradition. Four years later, President Benjamin
Harrison invited the US Marine Band to play while the children enjoyed the
festivities. Band director John Philip Sousa later said he enjoyed playing lively
marches for the White House guests.

In 1917, the egg roll was moved to the Washington Monument. And in
1918, the District of Columbia food administrator said that “nothing thatis . .~ ..
an article of diet should be destroyed.” At the time, the US was practicing monday on the White
wartime food restrictions, so the destruction of eggs was prohibited and the House Lawn” in 1911.
egg roll was canceled.

| UNITED STATES POSTAGE |

In 1921, the egg roll was hosted at the White House for the first
time since 1916. Nearly 60,000 children attended and were treated to
a visit from the cast of the children’s play Alice and the White Rabbit.
In 1929, the egg roll was broadcast on the radio for the first time. That
year also included a maypole dance by the girl scouts.

During and after World War 11, the egg roll
was again canceled at the White House due to
This was the first US stamp 0 wartimg restrictiong. After that, the Trumans were
picture an egg. renovating the White House and the South Lawn

was a construction zone, so the egg roll wasn’t
held again until 1953.

Two new traditions started during the Nixon
administration. In 1969, they first had a White House Easter Bunny, and in
1974, they held the ﬁrst egg roll races. In 1981, the Reagans staged an egg hunt , | first  White
with wooden eggs signed by famous people. House Easter Bunny

The White House Egg Roll continues today, with additional activities for participated in 1969.
children including crafts and storybook time.
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