This Day in History... May 5, 1956

Wildlife Conservation Series

On May 5, 1956, the US Post Office issued the first
stamp in a 22-year series calling attention to the importance
of wildlife conservation.

Initially, the series began in 1956 with three separate
stamps honoring examples of successful conservation work Robert W. Hines, an artist for the

. Fish and Wildlife Service, designed
carried out by the federal and state governments. the first four stamps.

The first stamp in the series honored the wild turkey. It
was issued on May 5, 1956, at the convention of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs, in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. The wild turkey, the largest and fastest of the
game birds, was selected for this stamp because of the successful work in restoring
the birds to their native homes in eastern, southwestern, and middle western states.

The second stamp in the series was issued on June 22,
1956, at the annual convention of the [zaak Walton League
in Gunnison, Colorado, an environmental organization
founded in 1922. The league promotes the protection
of natural resources, as well as outdoor recreation. The
pronghorn antelope was selected for this stamp because
Stamp picturing @ pronghorn it too _has benefited from conservation efforts. Before
antelope buck and two does, the arrival of European settlers,

the pronghorn population was an .
estimated 25 million. By 1920, that number had fallen to . A%ma\;
about 17,000. Conservation efforts helped the pronghorn “
antelope increase to approximately half a million today.

The third stamp was issued on November 9, 1956,
in Seattle, Washington in collaboration with the Salmon _ . .
Industry of the Northwest. The stamp pictures the king f;a,,";’;lp ,’,f,’;‘:;i,f;”ﬁ;iﬁ’;’;’; o Z;Z:
salmon, also known as the Chinook salmon. Great efforts spawning ground.
have been made to preserve salmon populations and the
environment they need to survive. Pollution has been reduced and fish ladders allow
the fish to cross dams and other man-made obstacles. Improved
hatcheries produce thousands of healthy salmon to restock rivers
and lakes.

On November 22, 1957, the post office added the fourth stamp
to the series honoring whooping cranes. First Day ceremonies were
held in Corpus Christi, Texas; New York, New York; and New
Orleans, Louisiana. Early American explorers reported whooping
cranes in 35 US states, with numbers now estimated between 700-
1,400. By 1941, only 21 whooping cranes were alive in the US. In
Stamp picures o 1937, whooping crane wintering grounds were protected in Texas
whooping crane family in by the creation of the Arkansas National Wildlife Refuge. Located
appralnesinggrond o0 the East Coast of Texas, north of Corpus Christi, the safety
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This Day in History... May 5, 1956 continued

provided by Arkansas helped
the migratory population grow
from 14 to over 200. Every
living whooping crane in
America today is descended
from the 15 found in Texas
in 1941.

It would be more than 10
years before the USPS issued
another stamp in the series.
The next stamps were issued on
June 12, 1971, in Avery Island,
Louisiana. This time it was a
block of four stamps honoring
threatened and endangered
species. The polar bear, the
California condor (one of the
rarest birds in the world) and
the alligator have all been
threatened with extinction.
Increased water pollution has
also put several species of trout
in jeopardy.

The series continued the
following year with the sixth
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The final issue featuring American owls.

Stamp block features both threatened and stable animal species.

issue on September 20, 1972, in Warm Springs, Oregon.
While the Alaska fur seal, the cardinal, and the brown
pelican are not necessarily endangered, in the mid-1970s,
there were fewer than 20,000 bighorn sheep. This issue
points out the fact that wildlife conservation should be a
major concern.

The final issue in the series came on August 26, 1978,
in Fairbanks, Alaska. The block of four featured the
American owl. It pictures the great grey owl, the largest
of owls, and the saw-whet owl, which is one of the
smallest. The barred owl can hoot to sound like a barking
dog, and the great horned owl is an aggressive predator
that will attack any animal up to the size of a goose.
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